Winter Solstice 2013: Theme: Initiation, and creating ritual around a meal
Come into home. Go into bedroom, put coats and stuff away. Women hang in bedroom until individually blessed. 

Blessed in foyer, “As the earth grows colder…” and enter living room.  (Joy)
Circle up in living room.  Do visualization. (Carol)
Welcome new women with tiaras. Read to them the circles poem.
Circle song.  (LeeAnn)
Walk around circle with snowflake name tags on tray. Pair up “by snowflake” to meet and introduce each other. Introduce your partner and share a fun fact about your partner.  (Terri)
Put place tag on table where they will sit.  Call in the 4 directions around table while lighting candles in candelabra. (Joy-east, Carol-south, LeeAnn-west, Terri-north, Joy-center)
They sit and we pour champagne/sparkling cider. Welcome toast and share history of winter solstice. (Terri)

Bring in salad. “I toast this meal….the earth…the farmers…the chefs…those that eat it… give thanks…. (Carol)
Clear salad plates, pass out music for “It’s In Everyone of Us”  
“It is Winter” (LeeAnn) 

Ask group -“What personal medicine heals or renews you?” (LeeAnn starts and model)  Women take turns sharing.
Sing “It’s in Everyone Us” (all of us)
Stand up, take a break, get main food. (periodic toasts during meal)
After women finish eating, clear plates.

Chief Dan George poem pg. 42 (Joy)

“What speaks to you in nature right now this winter?”  (Joy asks and starts responses) Women go around table and share.

Stand up, take a break, and get dessert. After done eating dessert… 
“What sweetness do you bring into our world?”  (Carol asks and starts responses). Women share.
Singing “Opening Up to Sweet Surrender” (LeeAnn starts)
Ending: Women gather in circle in living room. Sing Solstice “Silent Night”; sing “Thank You for Your Loving Heart”; sing “May the Circle…”
Look at the stars as you leave tonight.

East:   The light of the East reminds us that in weeks to come, the daylight will grow stronger. The Sun will warm the Earth and our hearts.
South:  The light of the South reminds us of the possibilities of the human spirit. We can respond to the universe.

West:  The light of the West reminds us of the richness of community. We have chosen to be together to learn from each other. We honor our diversity.

North:  The light of the North reminds us of the beauty within us and all around us. In beauty is strength, inspiration and joy.

Center:  
Lucina, goddess of light, 
Come to your daughters.

Mother above, heaven shining

All faces turn toward the sun.

Remember us
In the turning of the wheel.
We call to you, Return!

Mother below, quiet and deep,

This is your time to sleep.

Remember us

In your winter’s dreaming.

We call to you, Return!

